The tradition | would like to talk about is the Tai Hang Dragon Dance which is originated from Tai Hang in the Tin
Hau region. It was inscribed onto the Third National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2011. It all began on the
day before Mid-Autumn Festival in 1880 when a typhoon attacked the village of Tai Hang. A large python appeared
and swallowed up the village livestock and was beaten to death in a warm house by the villagers working together.
The next day the typhoon was gone and the body of the python vanished. A plague broke out in the village
resulting in many deaths.
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At that time, the elders of the village told everyone that the Buddha had spoken to them in their dreams, telling
them to prepare a fire breathing dragon to parade around the village and at the same time burn some firecrackers.
That way the plague will go, since firecrackers contain sulfur which will get rid of the plague when burned with
incense. The villagers were delighted after discovering this ancient prescription and so from that day on, a
handmade dragon parades the village every year.
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The fire dragon was consecrated at the Lin Fa Kung, also known as the Lotus Palace in Tai Kung in Tai Hang at 6:00
in the evening. And at 7:00, the dragon was set up at Ormsby Street. First they go to Wun Sha Street to pay tribute
to the guests. Most of them would curl the dragon into a rounded shape. Afterwards it will be paraded in the
traditional way, that is, the fire dragon will dance on the streets of Tai Hang, passing through Wun Sha Street, Sun
Chun Street, Shepherd Street, King Street, School Street, and so on.
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After the parade it returns to Wun Sha Street to dry incense. The incense leftovers from the dragon will be
distributed to citizens and tourists. After the incense is reinserted, it will perform on Wun Sha Street until about
10:00. The whole ceremony can be divided into three parts: the fire dragon crossing the bridge, fire dragon
entangling two pillars, and colored lights and fire dragon reunion. Since 2010, the fire dragon dance to the nearby
Victoria Park Mid-Autumn Lantern Carnival at around 10:00 on the Mid-Autumn Festival. In the past, after the
festival, it was customary to throw the fire dragon down the bottom of the Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter to show
that the dragon returns to heaven.
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It's a traditional term in Chinese folklore. However, in recent years, in order to avoid pollution of seawater, the
dragon was sent to the incinerator in a truck late at night instead which turned into a dragon floating to the sky. So
that's the end. Thank you.
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